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An overview of the bubbles 
 

Each Bubble has 1 song, and there is an optional finale 
which can ideally be sung by all and amalgamated on video. 
Bubbles 1 & 2 have lots of important character roles. These 
would be most suited to older classes, if you have a choice. 
 
Bubble 1: older class 
 
7 speaking parts, + extra mice 
3 scenes 
Song: I’m Dreaming Of Cheese 
 
 
Bubble 2: older class 
 
5 good speaking parts, and small speaking parts for 14 
more 
6 scenes 
Song: Hey Mr Gruber 
 
 
Bubble 3:  
 
7 speaking parts – though you could split parts to make 
more. 
4 scenes 
Song: Hey Santa 
 
 
Bubble 4: would suit a younger class  
 
The cast act out a traditional nativity, with narrators, and 
sing Silent Night. 
2 Narrators, 9 small speaking parts 
1 scene 
Song: Silent Night 
 
 

 
 
 
Optional extra song: A Song for Christmas 
 
This is a nice celebratory song to finish on, for any or all 
bubbles, with opportunities for 2-part singing if you like. 
Maybe you could sing it outside?? 
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Cast 
 
There are 42 speaking parts, some with very few lines, some with lots. If you have a 
larger cast, there is plenty of room for extras amongst the Children , Mice and 
Repair men. We have doubled the part of Anna in this version. 
 
Bubble 1 Mama Mouse The Mouse family are really important.  

These are challenging roles! 
  Little Mouse 1 It’s nice if the Mouse song starts with a soloist.  
  Little Mouse 2   
  Baby Mouse 
  Mice As many as you like.  
 
  Anna 1 Lonely child who feeds the mice 
 Mr Sly 2 Appears once, has no dialogue    

Bubble 2 Mr Gruber The church organist. An important acting role. 
 
  The Vicar Lots of lines. A lady vicar is fine!  
 
  Anna 2 An important role 
 
  Inspector Grim Must be strong, confident actors.  
 
  Policeman One short appearance. 
 
  Kids 1-14 Short speaking parts amongst the Children. 
 
  Children As many as you like. This is Mr Gruber’s church 

choir, a straightforward chorus group.  
 
Bubble 3 Gladys The talkative Cleaning Ladies. Good parts with  
  Betty no solo singing. 
  Bertha 
 
  Fred The Repair men.  Brief, comic roles. 
  Jim 
  Harry 
 
  Curate An important part 
 

 
Bubble 4 2 Narrators – must be excellent readers  2 Shepherds 
  Mary and Joseph  3 Angels 
  2 Innkeepers                   3 Kings  (No lines) 
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      = Bubble 1          = Bubble 2       = Bubble 3           = Bubble 4  
  
 

Scene 1: 
The Interrupted Rehearsal 
Mr Gruber, the Vicar, 
Children, 
Inspector, Mr Sly 

Mr Gruber, church organist, arrives late for a choir rehearsal.  
Song: Hey, Mr Gruber 
The rehearsal is interrupted by the arrival of two inspectors from the Office for 
Standards in Christmas Productions. They suspect mice in the church. 
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Scene 2: 
Anna and the Mice 
Mice, Anna 2 
 

The church mice comment on the Inspectors. Anna, one of the choir, comes 
secretly to bring them cheese. 
 

 
 

Scene 2a: 
Anna is caught 
Inspectors, Vicar, Anna 1 

The Inspectors enter and catch Anna. She is excluded from the choir. The 
Inspectors will return next week to observe the choir’s Nativity performance, 
and to check the mice have been got rid of.  
 

 

Scene 3: 
The Cleaning Ladies 
Gladys, Betty, Bertha, 
Curate 

The church Cleaning Ladies and the Curate discuss the situation, and how the 
mice can be got rid of. The Curate asks them to polish the valuable 
candlesticks. 

 

Scene 4: 
Hungry Mice 
 
Mice 

The mice are starving without Anna to bring them food. 
Song: I’m Dreaming Of Cheese 
In desperation they begin to eat the leather bellows of the church organ, and 
find them delicious. 
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Scene 5: 
Disaster 
Vicar, Cleaning Ladies, 
Mr Gruber, Children 

The Children and Mr Gruber come to rehearse, but the church organ has been 
severely nibbled and won’t work. The Children ask Mr Gruber to write a special 
song they can sing without the organ. 
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Scene 5a: 
Polishing candlesticks 
Gladys, Curate 

Gladys polishes the candlesticks. She puts them away safely in the vestry.  

Scene 6: 
Composer at Work 
Mr Gruber, Kids 11-14, 
Angels  
 

Mr Gruber is trying to write the song. He is interrupted by a group of children 
Finally he falls asleep. He is visited by Angels who whisper ideas in his ear.  
 

 

Scene 6a 
Curate, Repair-men 
All of Bubble 3 

Some unhelpful repair men come to look at the organ.  
Song: Hey Santa 

MP3/8 

Scene 7: 
The Church at Night 
 
Mice, Mr Sly 2, Anna 2; 
 
 

The Mice hear an intruder moving about the church, and, fearing for the 
candlesticks, go to fetch Anna. Mr Sly sneaks through a door into the Vestry. 
Anna comes back to the church with them.  
She locks Mr Sly in the Vestry and raises the alarm.  

 
 

 Scene 7a: 
The Thief is caught 
Anna 1, Mr Sly 1, Vicar,  
Mr Gruber, Inspector, 
Policeman 

 Mr Gruber, the Vicar, the Ladies, the Inspector and a Policeman all rush in.  The 
Inspector is embarrassed to discover that the intruder is Mr Sly, his assistant. 
Anna is congratulated and asked to rejoin the choir.  

 

Scene 8: 
The Nativity 
Curate, Ladies, Repair-men  
 

 
The cleaning ladies and Repair-men settle down to watch the nativity concert. 
 
 

 

Scene 8a: 
Nativity Performers 
 

The children perform their Nativity. 
Song: Silent Night  

MP3   
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Scene 8b: 
Vicar, Anna 2, Inspector.  

Finally, the Inspector, deeply moved by the performance, offers to pay for 
repairs to the church organ and a feast for the mice. 
Optional song: Song For Christmas 

MP3  
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Bubble 2 

 
Scene 1: The Interrupted Rehearsal 
 
 
 
(All scenes take place in a small church. A Church organ is centre stage. At the back 
is a door which leads to the Vestry. Children enter in small groups, talking and 
laughing. There is a scene of cheerful disorder as they play clapping games, read 
comics, skip, hide and seek, practise dance routines, throw beanbag, play 
recorders…) 
 
 
 
Kid 1: Mr Gruber’s here! 
 
(Enter Mr Gruber.) 
 
All: Hi, Mr Gruber! 
 
Gruber: Late again! So sorry! Are we all ready to start the rehearsal?  
 
All: (Cheer) 
 
(The Children organise themselves as a choir and Mr Gruber sits at the organ.) 
 
Kid 2: Have you been composing again, sir? 
 
Gruber: Yes! How did you know? 
 
Kid 3: You’ve got your shoes on the wrong feet. 
 
Kid 4: And ink on your nose. 
 
Kid 5: And your waistcoat’s inside out. 
 
Kid 2: Did you write a song for us to sing? 
 
Kid 5: A Christmas song? 
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Song 1: Hey, Mr Gruber 

(Children/All) MP3  1/5 
 
 

Hey, Mr Gruber, write us a song, 
Pen us a tune, hum us a hymn 
Hey, Mr Gruber, write us a song 
For the Christmas Jamboree 
 
Hey, Mr Gruber, make it a hit, 
Make it a gem, make it a pearl,  
Hey, Mr Gruber, write us a song 
For the Christmas Jamboree 
 
We love to sing your melodies 
So sweet, so pure 
You know we’ll do our best to please 
Cos we’ve sung your songs before! 
 
Hey, Mr Gruber, write us a song 
The best that it can be 
And we’ll sing it loud, we’ll sing it proud 
At the Christmas Jamboree! 
 
No pressure, take your time 
Make sure those lyrics rhyme 
Just be aware we need it  
Now, now, now now now!  
 
Hey, Mr Gruber, write us a song, 
Pen us a tune, hum us a hymn 
Hey, Mr Gruber, write us a song 
For the Christmas Jamboree 
 
We love to sing your melodies 
So sweet, so pure 
You know we’ll do our best to please 
Cos we’ve sung your songs before! 
 
Hey, Mr Gruber, write us a song 
The best that it can be 
And we’ll sing it loud, we’ll sing it proud 
At the Christmas Jamboree! 
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Vicar: (Entering)  Bravo! Really, Gruber, they are sounding splendid. 
 
All: Hello, Vicar! 
 
Vicar: It is wonderful to hear this little church full of children’s voices. 
 
(Children all talk at once.) 
 
Vicar: Yes, yes, that’s enough! We may not have much, children, but we 

do have a proper absent-minded genius to write our Christmas 
songs. 

 
Gruber: (Enthusiastically) And an exceptional church organ.   
 
Vicar: Ah yes. (The Vicar and children have obviously heard Mr Gruber 

say all this many times before…) 
 
Gruber: It really is an unusually fine instrument for a country church. It 

has a rich and glorious voice of its own. 
 
Vicar: How nice. 
 
Gruber: ...and tremendous dynamic range… 
 
Vicar: Lovely. 
 
Gruber: These wonderful pipes and genuine leather bellows give it such 

expressive qualities - 
 
(Children are falling asleep.) 
  
Vicar: Yes, yes, I know you’re very fond of it. Shall we sing another song 

now? 
 
All: (Cheer) 
 
Inspector: (From the back) Just one moment! 
 
(Pause. Inspector and Sly approach from the back of hall.) 
 
Vicar: Er - who are you? 
 
Inspector: My name is Inspector Grim from OFCHRISP. 
 
Gruber: OFCHRISP? 
 
Sly: The Office for Standards in Christmas Productions. 
 
Inspector: And this is Mr Sly, my invaluable assistant. 
 
Vicar: Welcome to our humble church, Mr Grim. 
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Inspector: Humble? It’s a disgrace!  
 
All: (GASP!) 
 
Inspector: I have been observing this shambles of a rehearsal all evening. 

You’ll never meet your targets like this! 
 
(During dialogue, Sly goes about with clipboard peering at objects and people,  
making notes, shaking head etc. At some point he should go through the vestry door, 
emerging with a thoughtful smile.) 
 
Inspector: I’ll need to see your accounts, of course, and your action plans. 

Have you filled in a risk assessment? (Piles paperwork onto Vicar) 
 
Vicar: Actually, I’m not sure I - 
 
Sly: Now then children, do you come to choir every week? 
 
Children: Yes, sir. 
 
Sly: And you’re never late? 
 
Children: No, sir. 
 
Sly: What about him? (Points at Mr Gruber) Is he ever late? 
 
(Silence) 
 
Sly: I see… now, Mr Gruber, when is your Christmas concert? 
 
Gruber: Some time in December, I think. 
 
Kid 1: It’ll be really good! 
 
Inspector: Then we shall be sure to attend, little girl, to make sure 

everything is up to scratch. 
 
Sly: Inspector Grim! 
 
Inspector: Yes? 
 
Sly: I have found evidence of MICE in the building!!! 
 
Inspector: WHAT!? Intolerable! 
 
Sly: Nasty little mice… 
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Inspector: And now I wish to examine the exterior grounds. 
 
Vicar: You mean the churchyard? It’s rather dark. 
 
Sly: (Writing) Inadequate security lighting… (Exit all) 
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Bubble 1 

 
Scene 2a:  Anna and the Mice 
 
(Mice creep onstage.) 
 
Little Mouse 1:  Who was that nasty man, Papa? 
 
Papa Mouse:  Just another foolish, ignorant human, son. 
 
Baby Mouse:  I don’t like him! Boo hoo! 
 
Mama Mouse:  Don’t cry, little one. Look! Crumbs! 
 
Little Mouse 2:  They’re just stupid. (Mimicking)  “Evidence of mice in the 

building!!” 
 
Little Mouse 1:  “INTOLERABLE !!”  
 
(All mice - squeaky laughter. Anna 1 creeps in.) 
 
Papa Mouse:  There aren’t many crumbs about. 
 
Little Mouse 2:  Will the nice human come soon? 
 
Little Mouse 1:  With the cheese? 
 
Mama Mouse:  Here she is! 
 
(Mice come towards Anna nervously as she offers cheese.) 
 
Anna 1:  Don’t be scared, little mice. I won’t hurt you. I’ve got some 

lovely smelly Stilton today. (They eat) Aren’t you lovely! 
How could anyone want to get rid of you! 

 
Papa Mouse:  I couldn’t agree more. 
 
Anna 1:  If only you could talk! Then you’d be the perfect friends. 
 
Mama Mouse:  I think she’s lonely, poor child. 
 
Little Mouse 1:  I think she’s barmy. 
 
Papa Mouse:  She just likes mice! What’s wrong with that? 
 
All mice:  NOTHING! 
 
(Scene ends.) 
 


