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Music: Excerpt from Beethoven’s 5th symphony 
(no singing)   CD 3 
 

Reader 1:  That music was written by Ludwig Van Beethoven, the world-
famous composer. 

 
Reader 2:  He was born (just over) 250 years ago in the city of Bonn, in 

Germany. 
 
Reader 3: When Beethoven was a child, his father realised that young 

Ludwig was very good at music. 
 

Scene 1 – Little Ludwig 

(Enter Father, Mother, and Little Ludwig. Little Ludwig lies down on a bench, 
sleeping) 

Father: The boy’s got talent. There could be money in this! 
 
Mother: What are you talking about, Johann? 
 
Father: Remember Mozart? He played concerts from the age of six! 

Made a fortune for his father!  
 
Mother: Ludwig is seven already. 
 
Father: Shhh! We can SAY he’s six.  
 
Mother: But – 
 
Father: Ludwig! Wake up, you lazy so-and-so! Practice, practice, 

practice! 

(He grabs Ludwig and drags him to the piano) 

Ludwig: But father, it’s the middle of the night! 
 
Father: Shut up and practice! You should be earning money with your 

music! 
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Music: No Time For That 
Based on “Ode to Joy” CD 1 (song with vocals)  

CD 4 (backing track) 
 

 
Ludwig wants to go to sleep  
But Father says “No time for that” 
Ludwig wants to play with toys  
But Father says “No time for that” 
 
Practise, practise, always practise,  
Every moment every day 
Till you are as good as Mozart 
There’s no time for sleep or play! 

 

(During the following lines, Ludwig sneaks away from the piano) 

Reader 1: Young Ludwig performed his first concert aged seven – 

Father: Six!!! 

Reader 2: - and wrote his first music aged twelve. 

Reader 3: He never became a child star like Mozart though. 

Father:  I TOLD you to practice more! 

Ludwig: I’m off to Vienna, the world capital of music. (Exits) 
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Scene 2 - Prince Lichnowsky 
 
Reader 1: Beethoven moved to the city of Vienna when he was 21. He 

was already a brilliant pianist.  

Reader 2: Lots of very important people wanted to hear him play. 

(Enter Prince Lichnowsky and some noble men and women of Vienna.) 

Prince: So, the young piano genius will be playing for us tonight! 

Noble 1: How marvellous, Prince Lichnowsky 

Noble 3: I believe he’s rather…odd, your highness. 

Prince: It’s his music I care about. 

(Adult Beethoven appears, wearing wig, frowning) 

Prince: Here he is… welcome to my palace, Mr Beethoven. 

(Beethoven pushes past the Nobles.) 

Beethoven: Out of my way! 

Noble 2: Oh! He’s not very polite. 

Beethoven: Are you ready? 

Noble 3: He’s only a commoner, you know. 

Prince: Please begin, maestro! 

 

Music: Moonlight Sonata 3rd mvt 
(no singing)  CD 5 

(Beethoven mimes along to the music. After the natural pause in the music at 
20 secs, dialogue continues over music) 


